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Alert 
Support LD 1819 

An Act to Prohibit Female Genital Mutilation 

Public Hearing February 26 

  

We urge you to support passage of LD 1819, An Act to Prohibit Female Genital 

Mutilation sponsored by Representative Heather Sirocki of Scarborough and co-

sponsored by Senator Garrett Mason of Androscoggin.  LD 1819 has also been 

referred to as 'the Governor's bill.' (LD 1819) 

 

You may recall that Representative Sirocki sponsored a previous female genital 

mutilation bill last year...and it failed by 1 vote.  We can change that. 

 

Female genital mutilation is also known as "FGM."  It includes all procedures 

involving altering, cutting, or injuring the female genitalia for non-medical 

reasons.  It is recognized internationally as a violation of the human rights of girls 

and women.  FGM has no health benefits whatsoever. In fact, it is a torture, 

because it is often performed with no anesthesia.  This results in health 

complications and emotional damage---sometimes even death. 

 

NOTE: There are two anti-female genital mutilation bills being brought forward 

this session.  This bill, LD 1819, intends to hold all people accountable for 

performing this horrific procedure EXCEPT the young girls or women.  This is 

about protecting little girls.  LD 1819 criminalizes: 
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1.   the mutilators 

2.   parents or any person that is caring for the child 

3.   transporting the child out of state. 

  

The aim of LD 1819 bill is a deterrent. We don't ever want this happening in 

Maine. But, if it does, we want Maine state prosecutors to have the tools in 

their toolbox, ready to prosecute all those involved in this heinous procedure 

committed upon innocent little girls and young women. 
 

Note: The other FGM bill being presented this session only criminalizes the 

cutting (LD 1822, An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Offenses against the 

Person, sponsored by Rep. Cardone.)  We don't believe LD 1822 would be nearly 

as effective in stopping/deterring FGM torture as LD 1819 would be.   

 

We urge you to support LD 1819.  Let's have Maine be the 27th state to 

prohibit FGM.  

 

FGM is a private ritual that occurs secretly within the family.  While there is no 

way of knowing exactly how many of these heinous procedures occur each 

year,  the Center for Disease Control estimates 513,000 women and girls at risk of 

FGM in our nation.  The number of girls under 18 at risk of FGM in the U.S. has 

quadrupled since 1997. 

 

Save our little girls from FGM abuse and torture.  A Public Hearing is scheduled 

for both FGM bills on February 26 at 9AM before the Joint Standing 

Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety (RM 436, Capitol 

Building).  
 

Contact members of the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee and urge 

them to support LD 1819, An Act to Prohibit Female Genital Mutilation. 

(Committee members)  

 

Contact your local Reps and urge support of LD 1819 (alphabetical roster) 

 

Protect our most precious natural resource...our children! 

 

Your Friends at Maine Right to Life Committee 
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